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very first but for the disturbing influences which our authors seek to explain. 
The wealth of references makes an index of names desirable; luckily, this 
feature, so often wanting in French publications, has not been neglected. 
There is also a Bibliography, in two sections, of 354 titles; if one may judge 
from the 209 entries under 'Literature,' the authorities employed are generally 
excellent. 

The main interest of the authors, as shown in the concluding chapters, is in 
the relation of the sexual impulse to literary genius and artistic production: 
given the native ability, mens sana in corpore sano is the prime condition of 
literary excellence. The underlying thought is nothing new, being at least 
as old as Plato; but it is presented in a new light, with all the emphasis of 
modern Continental writers, Freud and the rest, upon the identification of 
human impulse as a whole with one particular form of it. So long as we 
remember that such an identification is metaphorical, perhaps we are safe 
enough. Yet, one may think, a more tasteful and philosophic way of repre- 
senting the problem of genius would be to label it, 'the artistic impulse and 
its regulation.' 

Lane Cooper. 
Cornell University. 

Philosophie de la Pratique Economie et Ethique. By Benedetto Croce. 

Paris, Librairie F61ix Alcan, 191 1. — pp. vi, 371. 

The practical philosophy expounded in this work is an application of the 
general principles developed in the author's Philosophie de I'Esprit. The 
general standpoint is that of an immanent or objective idealism of the Hegelian 
order. Reality is conceived not as absolute or eternal reason, however, but as 
a universal life, unfolding its possibilities in time. This idealism is divested 
of all theistic or religious implications and interpreted altogether in terms of 
evolution, reality being identified with the process of development in which 
infinite possibility is continually being transformed into infinite actuality, 
and unity is being achieved through the overcoming of multiplicity, a unity 
which directly resolves itself into multiplicity again in order to attain a higher 
and more perfect unity. 

The dialectic of universal evolution finds conscious expression in the activity 
of volition, which is the ground and source of man's practical life. The human 
will is both determined and free — determined in so far as it is the product of 
definite historic conditions which constitute the situation of a given individual, 
and free in so far as the action of the individual not merely repeats or reproduces 
its historic antecedents but adds, or may add, something new, an original 
contribution, to the given situation. Thus necessity and freedom reciprocally 
condition one another — freedom is the necessary outcome of actual existence 
while this in its turn represents the products of previous achievements of will. 
But freedom may fail of expression, a prey either to the resistance of brute 
fact or the waywardness of arbitrary caprice. These two hindrances to 
freedom are really the same and, being the negation of will and therefore of 
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the universal life, constitute evil. Evil is thus identical with negativity and 
unreality and as such is opposed to goodness which consists in freedom, 
the realization of the universal life through the will of the individual. 

The human individual is the concrete universal, is the universal spirit at a 
certain situation of its history, a certain episode in its career. Hence the 
individual who responds with all his powers to the whole situation realizes 
the universal life and expresses his own freedom in making a genuine con- 
tribution to the work of cosmic evolution which consists in the continual 
triumphing of life over death. But the will of the individual is constantly 
solicited by a variety of conflicting impulses to yield now to one and now to the 
other, thus acting arbitrarily, and negating his own freedom and reality. 
Goodness requires that these cravings of momentary desire be resisted, de- 
mands in fact the conquest of volitions by volition, the realization of all the 
possibilities of the individual and not an expression of a part of his nature. 
The individual who thus fully realizes himself, making the most of his situation, 
discharges his vocation and contributes to universal progress. In his life the 
universal spirit achieves its utmost in the work of its own evolution. 

The practical life of man appears in two forms, based upon the two directions 
which human volition may take in its activity. These forms are the economic 
and the ethical. In his economic activity the individual is occupied solely 
with the conditions of his own existence while in his ethical activity his will 
reaches out beyond these narrower interests and devotes itself to universal 
ends, to the welfare of society and the cause of universal progress. The author 
finally considers in some detail the leading features of human conduct in these 
two principal forms. 

Henry W. Wright. 
Lake Forest College. 

William James. By Emile Boutroux. Translated from the second edition 

by Archibald and Barbara Henderson. New York, Longmans, Green, 

and Co., 1912. — pp. vii, 126. 

In this little book, the translators have admirably succeeded in preserving 
the vigor and freshness of the original, a style which, in certain respects, is 
quite suggestive of that of Professor James. The book contains practically 
no criticism but aims to give us a picture of the man and a brief characterization 
of what he tried to do. While we feel that certain phases of the work of Pro- 
fessor James are hardly more than hinted at, it is not easy to see how an 
author could do much more in so limited a space. 

An introductory chapter, entitled "Life and Personality of William James," 
gives an account of James's varied and unusual training, and makes especial 
mention of his early bent toward Swedenborgianism, an influence which 
affected his mature work. The chapter contains a sincere appreciation of the 
virility and spontaneity of James's personality, and of the directness, force, 
and unconventionality of his method of teaching. 

The main body of the book is given over to Professor James's philosophy. 



